
January 19, 2017  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:15 a.m.  All 

commissioners were in attendance.     

Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had received their agenda and if there were any additions 

or deletions to the agenda.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Supervisor, presented Social Services bills in the amount of 

$58,567.42 for payment.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to pay the Social Services 

bills as presented, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 3rd board meeting as 

submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson presented a letter from Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust 

regarding an opening on their board, stating that applications were due by January 25th, if any of the 

commissioners were interested in applying for a board position.   

Commissioner Jacobson presented a letter from the NW Mental Health Center regarding filling an 

opening on their board created by the passing of Herb Mauritson.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to place an ad in the official county newspaper looking for someone who would 

be interested in filling this position.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought forward the Association of Minnesota Counties request for 2017 

Policy Committee Appointments and Delegate appointments.  After some discussion the board 

requested that Donna inquire of AMC who they showed as Delegates and Policy Committee 

Appointees for 2016 and then would act on this matter at the next meeting.   

Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, presented the board with a request to accept the 2016 K-9 donations in 

the amount of $2,654.23.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the donations for 2016 

with a thank you to the citizens and businesses of the county for their donations.  Commissioner 

Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sheriff Thornton then presented an Addendum to the City of Hendrum and Norman County 

Agreement relating to Law Enforcement Services dated January 1, 2016 for services for the year 

2017 in the amount of $7,555.84 to provide 12 hours service per month.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to accept the addendum and sign the contract for service with the City of Hendrum 

for law enforcement services.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Gunderson and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson as well as Sheriff Thornton signed the 

Addendum and a copy is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Jeremy then presented an Addendum to the City of Halstad and Norman County Agreement relating 

to Law Enforcement Services dated January 3, 2011 for services for the year 2017 in the amount of 

$25,852.69 to provide 40 hours service per month.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

approve the addendum and sign the contract for service with the City of Halstad for law 

enforcement services.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Gunderson and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson as well as Sheriff Thornton signed the 

Addendum and a copy is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Sheriff Thornton then brought before the board a request from the Perley-Lee Twp Fire Department 

that the county donate or allow the P-LT FD to purchase old analog radios that have not been used 

in 8-10 years by the county for their use at accident scenes where they would be able to 

communicate between the firemen when controlling a scene.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to donate 3 analog radios to the Perley-Lee Twp Fire Department.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson brought forward the Regional Advisory Committee Membership Appointment 

to the NW Regional Communications Board.  Sheriff Thornton has served on this in the past and he 



asked Jeremy if he would be willing to continue to serve on the RAC board.  Jeremy stated that he 

would like to continue to serve on the board.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint 

Jeremy Thornton to the Regional Advisory Committee of the NW Regional Communications Board.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sheriff Thornton then updated the board on progress of re-opening the jail, stating that they would 

need to do some electrical work, install a scramble pad, secure a stainless table to be mounted, as 

well as portable security radio for the dispatcher when they have gone through the security door, 

etc.  Jeremy also stated that he is going to assign the duty of going through the policy to another 

individual as he is not getting time to get this done.  Commissioner Jacobson asked to see numbers 

on the cost of opening the jail, number of inmates held in the last year of operation, as well as a 

work plan and timeline for accomplishing the re-opening of the jail.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, presented a proposed agreement between 

MnDOT and Norman County for Trunk Highway 75 detour.   The state would require a detour to 

carry TH 75 traffic onto CSAH 3 and 18 during the construction on TH 75 in Nielsville under State 

Project No. 6012-49.  After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve CR 01-19-

2017-1 to enter into MnDOT Agreement No. 1027219 with the State of Minnesota, Department of 

Transportation to provide for payment by the State to the County for the use of County State Aid 

Highway 3 and 18 as a detour route during the contract construction to be performed on Trunk 

Highway 75 at Nielsville.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote 

the resolution was passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.   

Bob also brought information regarding the land that would be needed for the anticipated future 

building at the Highway Department.  Discussion ensued and will be brought back to discuss further 

when County Attorney Brue is present.   

Mr. Ramstad also noted that he has used the entire year’s salt allotment at this time with 

approximately 360,000 tons applied.   He is working on securing more salt for the remainder of the 

winter.   

Bob also noted that Jerilyn would like to get on the Staffing Committee agenda.   

Garry Johanson, ESO, updated the board on the Demolition Landfill and the drilling of the test wells.  

He presented a bill from WENCK for the drilling of the test wells and stated that he had not 

budgeted for this in 2016 and did not budget for it in 2017 and asked where this was going to get 

paid from.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve payment of 

the WENCK bill from the general revenue fund.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Garry reminded the board of the scheduled meeting with the Pollution Control Agency on January 

24th at 10:30 at the Highway Department with regard to the Demolition Landfill.   

Garry also reminded the board of the March 31st deadline with the Board of Water & Soil Resources 

as far as enforcement with buffer zones.  Garry would like to bring Kevin Ruud from Wild Rice 

Watershed District in to the February 16th meeting to get going on this.  He also informed the board 

that he will be at the Capitol next week working with legislators.   

James Brue, Attorney, entered the meeting and discussion was brought back to the property the 

county would like to acquire for future building plans.  Attorney Brue stated that the county would 

have to acquire the property by eminent domain.  Consensus of the county board was to begin the 

procedure of procuring by eminent domain.  James did suggest that a survey would probably need 

to be done of the property.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to give Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, the 

authority to hire a survey being done on the proposed piece of property for the Highway 

Department.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked fellow commissioners if they had their ditch levies ready as 

requested.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson read through the County Ditches that the Commissioners set 

levies for annually and the levies for the 33 ditches were set for 2017.   



Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board consideration of Borup State Ditch which 

over the past 10 years has had no activity other than auditing costs which are slowly eating away 

the little balance left in the ditch.  Donna stated that she had done a little research on this ditch and 

that it appears that when Project 9, also called the South Branch/Felton Ditch, was created the 

Borup State Ditch was absorbed into Project 9.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson also stated that she had 

visited with Bob Johnson, State Auditor, about this and he saw no reason that it couldn’t be closed 

and the funds transferred to the WRWD since they are the controlling entity of Project 9.  After 

some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve closing the Borup State Ditch 

and transferring the $59.05 in remaining funds to the Wild Rice Watershed District contingent on 

approval from the county attorney.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

After reviewing the bills as presented, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as 

follows:   

Revenue:   $89,916.82 Building:   $930.00  Public Health:  $16,291.67 

Solid Waste Facilities:  $8,530.94  County Ditch Fund:  $500.00 

County Homes:  $946.00  Road & Bridge:   $102,160.96      Total:   $219,276.39 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and payment was unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the meeting at 11:07 a.m. to evaluate Teri Taylor, 

HR Coordinator/A-T Clerk as per her request subject to Board Authority pursuant to MN Statute 

13D.05 Subd.3(a).  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Commissioner 

Hall made a motion at 11:56 a.m. to adjourn the closed session and reopen the regular session.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Camille Bessler, Court Administrator, brought information before the board regarding the State of 

Minnesota Safe & Secure Courthouse Initiative Grant Application which would require a 50% match 

from the county.  In order to apply for the grant the county would need to have a Security 

Committee and discussion evolved around incorporating this with the Safety Committee.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the board chair and vice chair as members 

of the Safety/Security Committee for the county.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.  Discussion then centered around setting a committee meeting and February 13th at 

10 a.m. was set for the first meeting of the Safety/Security Committee to work on a grant proposal.   

Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:11 p.m. 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


